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FKANKLIN  county,  situated  in  central  northern 
Iowa,  was  originally  for  the  most  part  prairie,  with 
some  marsh  land.  Timberland  is  found  principally  along 
the  water-courses,  none  of  which  attain  any  great  size. 
There  are  no  lakes.  Agriculture  has  considerably 
changed  the  topography  of  the  county;  timberland  is 
rapidly  being  cleared  away,  the  prairies  cultivated,  and 
even  that  portion  which  was  originally  marshland  almost 
entirely  drained  and  planted  to  croj)s;  all  of  which  has 
an  effect  upon  bird  life.  Hampton,  the  center  of  these 
observations,  is  near  the  middle  of  the  county,  and  is 
situated  on  latitude  42°  44'. 

I do  not  claim  for  this  list  of  Franklin  county  birds 
that  it  even  approaches  completeness;  the  period  of  ob- 
servation has  been  a little  more  than  five  years,  but  other 
matters  have  so  occupied  my  time  that  no  opportunity 
has  been  given  for  systematic  study  in  this  branch. 
Especially  is  the  list  deficient  as  regards  the  migrating 
species;  to  secure  a comparatively  complete  list  of  these 
would  require  continual  and  careful  attention  through- 
out the  migrating  seasons,  and  that  I have  been  unable 
to  give.  This  list  is  the  result  of  observations  made  at 
odd  times;  a method  not  at  all  conducive  to  the  best 
results. 

No  species  enumerated,  however,  is  of  presumed  or 
probable  occurrence;  all  observations  have  been  person- 
ally made,  with  a very  few’  exceptions,  in  w^hich  cases  the 


information  has  been  derived  from  perfectly  authentic 
sources.  Many  birds  which  from  their  known  habitat 
and  the  character  of  their  preferred  surroundings  must 
occur  here  more  or  less  frequently  are  omitted  because 
of  the  lack  of  absolute  ijroof.  Some  species  I have  seen 
and  been  unable  to  identify  positively  without  closer  ex- 
amination than  was  permitted;  such,  of  course,  can  find 
no  place  in  the  list. 

The  division  and  subdivision  into  orders,  families,  etc., 
and  the  numbers,  as  well  as  the  names,  common  and 
scientific,  are  those  of  the  Nomenclature  of  the  American 
Ornithologists’  Union.  It  will  be  understood  that  any 
statement  such  as  “common”  summer  resident,  “abun- 
dant” migrant,  “rare”  visitant,  etc.,  must  be  taken  with 
regard  to  the  comparative  abundance  of  the  species  con- 
cerning which  such  statement  is  made;  for  example,  the 
Ked-tailed  Hawk  and  the  Bald  Eagle  are  both  classified 
as  “fairly  common”  in  their  occurrence,  though  the  former 
is  perhaps  twenty  times  as  often  seen  as  the  latter. 


Hampton,  July  6th,  1896. 


A copy  of  the  List  of  Franklin  County  Birds  is 
mailed  on  the  above  date  to  each  member  of  the  Iowa 
Oknithological  Association. 
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BIRDS  OF  FRANKLIN  COUNTY,  IOWA. 


Order  PYCOPODES, 

THE  DIVING  BIRDS. 

Family  URIXATORIBAF-The  Loons. 

7 Urinator  hither  Loon. 

Regularly  seen  during?  migrations. 

11  Urinator  himme  Red-titroated  Loon. 
A T’are  winter  visitant. 


Order  LONCIPENNES, 

THE  LONG-WINGED  SWIMMERS. 

Fa  m i 1 y LARIDAE  - The  Tern  s. 

Stern  a forsteri  Forster's  Tern. 

Of  frequent  occurrence  as  a migrant. 

77  Jlydrochelidon  nnjra  siirhiainensis  \M.ack  Tern. 
A common  species,  generally  seen  during  migra- 
tions, though  a few  are  resident  throughout  the  summer. 


Order  STECANOPODES, 

THE  TOTIPALMATE  SWIMMERS. 

Fa  m i I y PH.  4 LA  OR  0 COR.  4 CID.  4E—  Th  e Co  rm  o ra  ii  fs . 
120  PhaJacrocorax  diJophv.^  Dot’rt.e-(’L’ested  Cor- 
morant. 

Regular  migrant,  not  common. 

Family  PELEC.4XID.4E—The  Pelicans. 

Vlo  -Petecanur  erythrorhynehoH  A:sr.  White  Pelican. 
Occasional  migrant. 
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Order  ANSERES, 

THE  LAMELLIROSTRAL  SWIMMERS. 

Family  AiN'ATIB  iF— The  Duclcs  ainl  Geese. 

129  —Merganser  ammca?iw8— Amektcan  Meiiganseii. 

Fairly  common  as  a migrant. 

1 30  —Merganser  ser7’a/or— Red-breasted  M erganser 

Migrant,  oftener  seen  than  the  preceding. 

VM-  Lophodytes  Hooded  Merganser. 

While  more  common  as  a migrant,  it  is  ijrobable 
that  this  species  is  occasional  also  as  a summer  resident, 
as  mature  birds  have  been  seen  during  lattei*  May. 

1 .32  An  as  bosclias-  M A dl  a r d . 

Abundant  migrant. 

1.30  Anas  strepera  Gat>w A 
Fairly  common  migrant. 

1.37  Anas  americana  Bardpate. 

Fairly  common  migrant. 

1.39  Anas  carolinensis  Green -avinged  Teal. 
Common  migrant. 

140  Anas  (?/.swr.s'  Brue-avinged  Teal. 

Common  migrant. 

142  Spatula  elypeata  Shoveller. 

Fairly  common  migrant. 

14.3  Dafila  Ptntah.. 

Abundant  migrant. 

144  Air  sponsa  Wood  Dtu  k. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 

14(1  Aylhya  americayar  Bedhead. 

Common  migrant. 

147  Aythya  rallisneri((  ('an\’As  liAOK. 

Rare  migrant. 
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Ay  thy  a marila  marcticn  Sc  Avv  Duck. 
Abundant  migrant. 

H9  Aythya  a#u?*s— Lesser  Scaur  Duck. 
Abundant  migrant. 

]oO—Aythya  Rtng-nec:ked  Dtk'K. 

Mij^rant,  not  abundant. 

ir)3  Chavitonetta  albeola  F^ufflehead. 
Abundant  migrant. 

169  Chen  hyperlxma  Lesser  Snoav  Goose. 
Abundant  migrant. 

172  Brcmta  canademis  -Cai^ada  Goose. 
Abundant  migrant. 


Note.  Species  Nos.  148,  149,  150  and  153  have  been 
found  breeding  more  or  less  commonly  at  Clear  Lake, 
Cerro  Gordo  county,  only  a few  miles  from  the  Franklin 
county  line.  In  the  absence  of  any  record  of  tlieir  nidi- 
lication  within  our  limits,  however,  they  must  be  classed 
as  migrants:  the  above  being,  it  is  believed,  the  most 
southern  record  of  their  nesting. 


Order  HERODIONES, 

THE  HERONS,  ETC. 

Family  ATIDEIDAE—The  Herons  and  Bitfemis. 

1 90  Botaimfs  len tigi ywsns  Bit te  rn. 

A fairly  common  summer  resident. 

194  Ardea  herodias  -Gn^AT  Bui^e  Heron. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 

201  Arde((  f/rcsccn.s  Green  Heron. 

Common  summer  resident. 

202  Nyctkorax  nycticorax  -BlA(  K cronvned 

Nioiit  Heron. 

The  only  record  of  this  species  in  Fraid^lin  county 
is  that  of  a specimen  seen  May  3d,  1895. 


Order  PALUDICOL/E, 

THE  CRANES,  RAILS,  ETC. 

Family  GRUID,j1E—T1i e Cranes.  ' 

20(\—Grus  -Sandhill  Crane. 

Abundant  migrant. 

Family  RALLIDAE—The  Bails,  Coots,  etc. 

20S-  Balius  elegans—Kma  Rail. 

Rare  summer  resident. 

221 — FuUca  americana  —Coot. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 

Order  LBMICOL/E, 

THE  SHORE  BIRDS. 

Family  SCOLOPACIDAE—The  Snipes,  Sandpipers,  etc. 

2H0  -GalUnago  de/icrdr/-  Wilson’s  Snipe. 

Common  migrant. 

2oA--Totanus  Greater  Y ellow-leos. 

Common  migrant. 

255  - 7 'otan  us  flavqyes— Y e l i .( ) w-  leg  s . 

Common  migrant. 

26 1 - 7ia  rtra m ia  lo n gica  uda  — B a r'J'  r a m i a N S a n dpi  p e r 
Common  summer  resident. 

263  A ctitis  uK(cida?*ia— Spotted  S a ndpi  pe r . 
Abundant  summer  resident. 

2^-^—Nnmenius  Long-billed  Curleav. 

Rare  migrant. 

Fa  m i ly  CHABADBIIDAE - Th  e Plovers. 

212  Charadrius  domlnicus  Goj.dk^  Plover 
Abundant  migrant. 

273 — uA^gicditis  vocifera  - Killdeer . 

Common  summer  resident. 
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Order  CALLIN/E, 

THE  GALLINACEOUS  BIRDS. 

Fa  Dili  y TETBAOXIDAE—TJie  Grouse,  Partridges,  etc. 
2H9  -(Minns  virginianns  hovy-w^^^^ 

Resident;  coveys  are  occasionally  seen,  but  the 
number  is  rapidly  decreasing. 

:10()  ~J3on a sa  umhellns  Ruffed  GroxiSe. 

Resident,  not  common. 

:105-  T tjmpanndms  animcnu u.s*  Pinnated  Grox^se. 

A fairly  common  resident. 

Order  COLUMB/E, 

THE  PIGEONS. 

Family  COLUMBIDAE-The  Pigeons. 

.‘115  Eetopistes  -Passenger  Pigeon. 

A flock  of  about  twenty  birds  was  seen  frequently 
in  Mayne’s  Grove  during  the  sjuing  of  1893,  and  one  of 
the  birds  was  found  dead;  this  is  the  only  record. 

.‘116  Zenaidnr(t  macronra  Mourning  Dove. 

An  abundant  summer  resident. 

Order  RAPTORES, 

THE  BIRDS  OF  PREY. 

Family  CATHAPTIDAE -Th e Am  ericaii  Vultures. 

.‘125  Cathartes  aura  Tukkky  Vultxire. 

A rare  species,  sometimes  seen  in  summer. 

Family  FALOOJflDAE—The  Falcons,  Hawks,  etc. 

3.‘1 1 Circus  hudson ius  Marsh  Ha w k . 

A fairly  common  summer  resident. 

.‘132  Accipiter  re/oic  -Sharp-shinned  Hawk. 

Summer  resident,  not  common.  Common  migrant. 

Accipiter  cooperi  CoorER‘s  Hawk. 

Common  summer  resident. 
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^Ti-  Buteo  6o)-6«/?'.s— Red-Tailed  Hawk. 

A fairly  common  summer  resident;  the  si)ecies 
has  been  known  to  remain  here,  however,  durino-  several 
winters. 

347a- -Archibute.o  lagopuH  mncti-joliannw— A:s\yax\q 
Rottgh-legged  Hawk. 

An  occasional  migrant. 

l^^'l—Haliaetiis  leucocephaliifi—BAJ^T>  Eagle 

Resident,  fairly  common  for  this  species;  most 
numerous  during  spring  migration,  when  as  many  as 
three  or  four  have  been  seen  at  once. 

357 — Falco  columbarius—FiGEOS  Hawk. 

Fairly  common  migrant. 

350— FV/Zco  sparverius-  Spakko^v  Haavk. 

Occasional  summer  resident. 

304  Pandion  haliaetus  mrolinenRis~-(  )^pkk\. 
Occasional  during  migrations. 

Family  STRIGIDAE-The  Owls. 

3()5  Strix  prat incola-  Bap'S  Oavl. 

Presumably  a summer  resident;  species  noted  once 

Family  BUBOXIDAE. 

300  -As/o  wilsonianus  Bos G-KAPKP  Oavl. 

Common  resident. 

307  -Asia  -Shout-eared  Oavl. 

A common  species  during  Avinters.  abundant  at 

times. 

373  Meyascopjs  -Screech  Owl. 

Fairly  common  resident. 

Bubo  vhyimanifs  Gkea'I'  Houned  Owl. 
Resident,  not  common. 

370-  Ah/cfco  nycte((—^so\VY  Oavl. 

A rare  AAunter  visitant. 


— 8 - 


Order  COCCYGES, 

THE  CUCKOOS,  ETC. 

Family  CUCIJLIBAE-The  Cuckoos. 

887  Coccyzus  amfricam(s^YKC,Jjnv-BUA.KB  Cuckoo. 

A summer  resident,  of  fairly  common  occur- 
rence. 

?jSH- -Coccyzus  erythrophthubnus-  RLA(Tv-r,iULUD  Cik;- 

KOO. 

Summer  resident,  not  so  common  as  the  preceding 
species. 

Family  ALCEDLMDAF-The  Ki ugfisit ers. 

890  Ceryle  rdcyon  — Belted  Kingfisi ie u. 

Common  summer  resident. 

Order  PICI, 

THE  WOODPECKERS. 

Family  PICTDAE—The  Woodpeckers. 

:VX\  Dry obdtes  villos^is—UAuiY  Woodpecker.  I 

A resident  species,  but  it  is  not  common  at  any  | 
season.  I 

894  Dryobates  pubescens  Denv^y  Woodpeckeil 
Common  resident. 

400  Melanerpcs  eryihvocepholus — Red-headed  Wood- 
pecker. 

A common  summer  resident. 

409  -Mflanerpes  cr(}'ob'u?^s•  Red-rellied  Wood- 
pecker. 

A single  bird  of  this  species  was  seen  near  Hamp- 
ton on  March  1st,  1890.  this  being  the  only  record  of 
its  occurrence. 

41 2 CoJapfes  (luratus  - Fiackku. 

Common  summer  resident:  the  most  numerous 
representative  of  the  order. 
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Order  MACROCHIRES, 

THE  GOATSUCKERS,  SWIFTS,  ETC. 

Family  CAPRIMULGIDAE-The  Goatsuckers. 

Antrostomm  vodferm—  W hippoor will. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 

420 — Cliordeiles  virgin  ianus — N iGin^n  A k . 

Common  summer  resident. 

Family  MICROPOI)IDAE~The  Swifts. 

\'lA~Chaetura  pe?a^?'c((--GHi3iNEY  Swift- 
Abundant  summer  resident. 

Family  TROCHTLIDAE—The  Huimninghirds. 
Trodiilas  colubris  Ruj3Y-tiiro a^j^ed  H itm:mixg- 
BIRD. 

Common  summer  resident. 

Order  PASSERES, 

THE  PERCHING  BIRDS. 

Family  TYRAA'A'IBAE-The  Tyrant  Flycatchers. 

444  Tyramms  Kingbird. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 

Myiardms  crbr/b^.s*— Crested  Flycatcher. 
Common  summer  resident. 

45()  Sayornis  'phoehe  - Phoebe  . 

Common  summer  resident. 

AiW  —Contopus  virens  Wood  Pewee. 

A fairly  common  summer  resident. 

407  Empidonax  Least  Flycaittier. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 

Family  ALAUDII)AE~T he  Larks. 

474b  Ofocoris  (dpestris  pralicola  Pp.atihe  Horned 
Lark. 

Common  resident. 


Family  CORVIDAE~The  Crows  and  Jays. 

All—Cyanocitta  cristata — Blue  Jay. 

Abundant  resident. 

488 — Corvus  american//s-  American  Crow. 

Abundant  resident 

Family  ICTERIDAE—The  Blaclchirds,  Orioles,  etc. 

494 —  DoUchonyx  oryzivorus — Bobolink. 

Common  summer  resident. 

495—  Molothrus  cder— Cowbird. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 

■^9S—Agelaius  p/iooucews  -Red-winged  Blackbird. 
Abundant  summer  resident. 

DOl—Sturnella  ?7ia^na— Meadow-lark. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 

50 lb — Sturnella  magna  n eglecta— W Meadow- 
lark. 

A fairly  common  summer  resident. 

oUQ~lcterus  spwrms  -Orchard  Oriole 
Common  summer  resident. 

^91— Icterus  galhula— Baltimore  Oriole 
More  abundant  than  the  preceding. 
^llh~Quiscalus  quiscula  ae?7eit8  - Bronzed  Crackle. 
Abundant  summer  resident. 

Family  FREAGILLIDAE—The  Finches,  Sparrows,  etc. 

d\1 —Carpodacus  purpureus  -Be wvee  Finch. 

Migrant,  not  common. 

521  -Loxia  curvirostra  mmor  - American  Crossbill. 

A winter  visitant;  not  common.  Flocks  of  from 
twenty  to  thirty  birds  were  noticed  in  November,  1890; 
November  and  December,  1891;  January  and  February, 
1892.  A single  bird  was  seen  April  16, 1892,  and  one  pair 
April  19,  1896. 


^2'^~Amntliis  Common  RicDroLL. 

A winter  visitant,  abundant  some  years,  rare  or 
absent  others. 

529 — Spinus  tristis— A M E iiTC  A N Gold  finch  . 

Common  resident,  abundant  during  summer. 

Spinus  pDu/.s  -Pine  Siskin. 

Winter  visitant,  fairly  common. 

Passer  domcsiicws— English  Sparhow. 
Superabundant;  ever-increasing;  resident(!);  “a 
nuisance  without  a redeeming  quality.” 

534 — Plectrophenax  nivalis flake. 

Winter  visitant;  not  a common  species. 

546 — A mmodramus  savannariim  passerimis—  G R a sshop- 
PER  Sparrow. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 

552 — Ch on  destes  gra mma cu.s— L A rk  Spa  r r o w . 

A fairly  common  summer  resident. 

D5S—Zonotrichia  albicoUis—  White-throated  Spar- 
row. 

Common  migrant. 

bb^—Spizella  moutico^a— Tree  Sparrow. 

Abundant  winter  visitant. 

oQO—Spizella  soaVdis— Chipping  Sparrow. 

Common  summer  resident. 

5C)S—Spizella  pusilla~¥iEiuT>  Sparrow. 

Common  summer  resident. 

567 — Junco  Slate-colored  Junco. 

Abundant  winter  visitant. 

oS\~Melospiza  /a.sda^a— Song  Sparrow. 

Common  summer  resident. 

585 — Passerella  iliaca—¥ox  Sparrow. 

Common  migrant. 
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587 —Pipilo  erytliropht/ialmiis~Ti  )W11EE  . 

Common  summer  resident. 

b^^—Habia  Rose-breasted  Grosbeak  . 

Common  summer  resident. 

b9H—Passerina  cyanea-  Indigo  Bunting 
Summer  resident,  not  common. 

(}04—Spiza  amerimna  - Dickcissel. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 

Family  TAXAGRIDAE—The  Tanagers. 

6(»8— Pimn(/a  er^^/irome?a6*— Scarlet  Tanager. 
Summer  resident,  not  common. 

Family  HIRUXDIXIDAE—The  Swallows. 

611— Pro^ue  Purple  Martin. 

Common  summer  resident. 

^\2—Petrodielidon  lunifrons—CDiFY  Swalloav. 
Abundant  summer  resident. 

613  eiythroyaster—hABN  Savalloav. 

Common  summer  resident. 

(}]iy  — Clivicola  riparia— Bank  Saa^alloav. 

Common  summer  resident. 

Family  AMPELIDAE—The  Waxwings 

iS\9—Ampelis  c6cZrorwm— Cedar  Waxwing. 

A resident  species,  but  very  irregular;  months 
sometimes  pass  without  a single  specimen  being  seen, 
while  it  is  likely  to  appear  in  large  flocks  at  any  season. 

Family  LAXIIDAE—The  Shrikes. 

i)22ii—Lanius  ludovicianus  excubitorides—WurvK-KVMr- 
ED  Shrike. 

Most  common  during  the  summer;  resident  in 
small  numbers. 
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Family  VIREOKIDAF—The  Vireos. 

iS'M  — Vireo  - Red-eyed  Yireo. 

Fairly  common  summer  resident. 

iS'll  -Vireo  gilviis akblinq  Vireo. 

Fairly  common  summer  resident. 

Fa  mily  MmOTILTIDAE-The  Wood- Warblers. 

mna  — Black- and-wfiite  Warbler. 
Summer  resident  and  migrant;  fairly  common. 

iS\l~He]minthoFhila  pejcgriua— Tennessee  Warb- 
ler. 

Migrant,  but  irregular;  occurring  in  great  num- 
bers some  years,  while  there  are  years  when  it  is  seldom 
seen. 

(y^S—Compsothlypis  americana  -VARVBA  Warbler. 
Migrant,  not  abundant. 

652  — Dendroica  aestiva  — Y ellow  W a rb ler. 
Abundant  summer  resident. 

655 — Dendroica  coro?^a^a  — Myrtle  Warble u. 
Abundant  migrant. 

6bl~ Dendroica  mac?/?osa— Magnolia  Warbler. 
Migrant,  not  common. 

659—  Dendroica  pensylvanica  — Chestnut  - sided 
Warbler. 

Common  summer  resident. 

6b\~Dendroica  striata  — Brack -bobb  Warbler. 
Migrant,  not  abundant. 

^^'1— Dendroica  hlackburniae  -Bbackbciinia^  Warb- 
ler 

Fairly  common  migrant. 

Wi 2— Dendroica  pjalmai'wni—BAB^i  Wab.bler 
Common  migrant. 
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-ISeiuriis  aurocapillus—  OvKi:^  Bird. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 

681a  Geotlilypis  trichaii  occidnitulis  Western  Yel- 
low-throat 
Common  summer  resident. 

688  Ideria  ?.'oe?<.s  Yellow  rreasted  Chat. 

Fairly  common  summer  resident. 

687  Setop/iaya  nitidUa  A m e ric ax  Redsta rt 
Abundant  summer  resident. 

Family  TROGLODYTIDAF-The  Wrens,  Thrashers,  etc.  ^ 

704  -Galeoscoptes  carolineusis  Catiurd. 

Common  summer  resident. 

705  Harporht/ndnis  riifus  Brown  TiiRASiiEii. 
Common  summer  resident. 

121  TroyJodiftes  aedo)i  House  Wren. 

Abundant  summer  resident. 

724  Cistothorns  stdhnis  Short- billed  Maiish 

Wren. 

Migrant,  not  common.  i 

725  Cistothorns  pcdnstris  Long  julled  Marsh  I 

Wren. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 

Family  CFRTHIIDAF—  The  Creepers. 

^ 726  Certhia  faniilkiris  amerknna  Brown  Creerer.  | 

Chiefly  migratory;  abundant  during  spring  and  | 
fall.  The  species  winters  as  far  north  as  latitude  45^^, 
but  has  been  seen  here  rarelv  during  winter.  ! 

! 

Family  PARIDAE—The  Xuthatches  and  Tits. 

121  Sittfi  caroUnensis  Caiiolina  Nuthatch. 

Common  at  all  seasons  excepting  summer;  most 
abundant  during  sirring.  Recorded  as  a summer  resi- 
dent but  once. 
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12S~Sitta  canadensis— Canada  NuTnA_Tcn. 

Migrant,  very  irregular ; not  often  seen. 

7 35 —Parus  atricajnllus— Ch  i c k a dee  . 

Common  resident. 

Family  SYLVIIDAE—The  Warhlers  and  Kinglets. 

l^S—Regidus  safmpa— Golden-ckoavned  Kinglet. 
Abundant  migrant. 

149—Begidus  calendula— Rv  by -enow  nkd  Kinglet. 
Abundant  migrant. 

Family  TURDIDAE—The  Thrushes,  etc. 

Ibb—Turdus  mustelinus — Wood  Thiiush. 

Summer  resident,  not  common. 

1^1—Turdus  cdidrte— Gray -CHEEK ED  Thrush. 
Migrant,  not  common. 

7 6 1 —Merida  migratoria — A meric  an  Robin. 
Abundant  summer  resident. 

7 66 — Sialia  sialis—RnvK hi rd . 

Abundant  summer  resident. 


Since  the  compilation  of  the  foregoing  list  the  follow- 
ing additional  species  have  been  observed: 

151 — Glaucionetta  clangula  americana — Golden-ey^e. 
Migrant,  not  common. 

'^21—Elanoides  forJicatus—SwAiA.ow-TAienD  Kite. 

A single  specimen  was  seen  on  May  25th,  1896. 

628—  ^an/rou.s— Aiello av-thro  a ted  Vireo. 

Rare  summer  resident. 
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